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LAS VIRGENES S.-GI, $300,500, SAX, 2-1, 3yo, f, 1m,
1:37 1/5, ft.
1--#@sFASHION PLATE, 117, f, 3, by Old Fashioned

1st Dam: Miss Puzzle (Aus) (SP-NZ), by
 Citidancer (Ire)

2nd Dam: Miss Tree (NZ), by Oregon
3rd Dam: Miss Kiwitea (NZ), by Truly Vain (Aus)

   ($75,000 wlng '11 KEENOV; $35,000 yrl '12
   KEESEP; $340,000 2yo >13 OBSAPR). O-Arnold
   Zetcher LLC & Michael Tabor; B-Springland Farm &
   Fox Hill Farms Inc (KY); T-Simon Callaghan; J-Gary
   Stevens. $180,000. Lifetime Record: 4-2-0-1,
   $219,250. *1/2 to Mr. Candy Bar (Candy Ride
   {Arg}), SW, $145,690. Werk Nick Rating: B. Click for
   the eNicks report & 5-cross pedigree.

Click for the brisnet.com chart, the brisnet.com PPs or
the free brisnet.com catalogue-style pedigree. VIDEO.
   What a difference a year makes! At the start of
2013, only one stallion son of Unbridled=s Song had
succeeded in hitting the Grade I target. This was Even
the Score, who had scored bull=s-eyes with Take the
Points in 2009 and then with the high-class Dullahan in
2011 and 2012. 
   The situation has since undergone substantial
change. June 2013
saw First Defence=s
daughter Close
Hatches take the GI
Mother Goose S. In
October, Havana got
the better of Honor
Code in the GI
Champagne S. to
highlight the potential
of Dunkirk. Then, the
following month,
Rockport Harbor=s
daughter Ria Antonia battled to the line with She=s a
Tiger in the GI Breeders= Cup Juvenile Fillies, before
being given the verdict by the stewards.
   And now the very progressive Fashion Plate has
made the most of the five pounds she was receiving
from Streaming in the GI Las Virgenes S., to become
the first Grade I winner by the promising Old Fashioned.
Like Dunkirk, Old Fashioned has achieved the
eye-catching feat of siring two first-crop graded stakes
winners, having started the New Year in style with the
GIII Old Hat S. victory of his J  “TDN Rising Star”  J
Sweet Whiskey. Old Fashioned also has a third stakes
winner to his credit in Hi Fashioned, who was weighted
on 105 pounds on the Experimental Free Handicap.

   I must admit that I am delighted by Old Fashioned=s
bright start, especially as it suggests that he could one
day develop into a worthy heir to his sire at Taylor
Made. That day may be some way in the future, as Old
Fashioned=s fee for the upcoming season is only
$8,000--a long way removed from the six-figure fees
commanded by Unbridled=s Song for much of his
career. 
   Old Fashioned=s fee was initially $12,500, but was
reduced to $8,000 after his second season, no doubt in
a bid to maintain breeders= interest during those difficult
third and fourth seasons. Having covered 124 mares in
his first season, his book in subsequent seasons has
stood at 104, 96 and 105 mares--good enough totals
to prevent that all-too-common lack of numbers that
hampers so many young stallions.
   I was a bit of a fan during Old Fashioned=s racing
career. By the time I reviewed his pedigree following
2008=s GII Remsen S., Old Fashioned had already been
nominated a J  “TDN Rising Star”  J, thanks to a
15 1/2-length victory on his second start and he ended
the year with a perfect record in three starts. Voters for
the Eclipse Award much preferred another of
Unbridled=s Song=s sons, the GI Breeders= Cup Juvenile
winner Midshipman, but Old Fashioned finished third in
the voting. 
   His wide-margin win in the Remsen S. led me to
believe he had a good chance of developing into a
major Kentucky Derby contender--and I was far from
alone in that belief.
   AOld Fashioned possesses enough speed to be able to
take a good early position and he=s also shown no
shortage of stamina,@ I wrote.
   I also pointed out that he appeared to be a
conventional-sized individual--he is listed as 16.1 hands.
I mentioned this in the mistaken hope that he wouldn=t
become one of the many contenders which fall by the
wayside on the road to Churchill Downs. 
   I had mentioned his size because his bloodlines had
the potential to produce something very big. 
   AUnbridled=s Song is 17 hands,@ I wrote, Awhich is
understandable for a colt whose sire Unbridled,
grandsire Fappiano and broodmare sire Caro were all
advertised as standing 16.3 hands. Seth Hancock has
said in the past that he wishes he had bred more big
mares to Unbridled, who seemed to be suited by
breeding type to type. Old Fashioned=s breeders may
have taken a similar view, as the colt=s dam, the GI
Kentucky Oaks third Collect Call, is by another
17-hands stallion in Meadowlake.@
   Old Fashioned=s sophomore season started well.
Following three straight bullet works for Larry Jones, he
maintained his winning sequence in the GIII Southwest
S. He had to work fairly hard on that occasion and he
lost his unbeaten record next time out, when he failed
to hold off the unconsidered Win Willy in the GII Rebel
S. Another defeat followed when Old Fashioned went
down by half a length to Papa Clem in the GII Arkansas
Derby, but there was a valid excuse this time, as he
came out of the race with a slab fracture to his right
knee, which required surgery.
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Old Fashioned

Unbridled’s Song
Unbridled Fappiano

Gana Facil

Trolley Song Caro (Ire)
Lucky Spell

Collect Call
Meadowlake Hold Your Peace

Suspicious Native

Negative Pledge Alleged
Laredo Lass

Miss Puzzle (Aus)
17-3-4-1, $68,591

 6Fls, 1GSW,
 1SW

Citidancer (Ire)
Lomond Northern Dancer

My Charmer

Mrs McArdy (GB) Tribal Chief (GB)
Hanina (GB)

Miss Tree (NZ)
 GSP, 11-1-2-0

 9Fls, 1SP

Oregon Halo
Three Troikas (Fr)

Miss Kiwitea (NZ)
 8Fls, 1Ch, 1GSW

Truly Vain (Aus)
Banda Bird (NZ)

FASHION PLATE, f, 2011   He was therefore off the Derby trail and within weeks
it was announced that Old Fashioned had been retired.
Owner Rick Porter had decided by August that his
$800,000 purchase would stand alongside his sire at
Taylor Made.
   I had touched on Old Fashioned=s potential as a sire
when I wrote about him at two. His second dam
Negative Pledge was a half-sister to that fine racemare
Mitterand, who found added fame as the dam of French
Deputy, a good racehorse and an even better stallion.
The Japanese star Kurofune and the top-class, but
short-lived, Left Bank headed the impressive number of
graded winners sired by French Deputy before his sale
to Japan in 2000.
   AThe presence in his pedigree details of a proven
stallion of French Deputy=s achievements will prove an
invaluable help when the time eventually comes for Old
Fashioned to retire,@ I wrote.
   With Sweet Whiskey and Fashion Plate among his
first runners, Old Fashioned is indicating that he could
be following in French Deputy=s footsteps. It will be
interesting to see how many of his second-crop
youngsters appear at the various 2-year-olds in training
sales. Their 2013 counterparts achieved such prices as
$500,000, $340,000 and $300,000, the $340,000
filly being none other than Fashion Plate, and there
should also be some handsome profits for pinhookers
who took a chance with Old Fashioned=s second crop.
   Fashion Plate=s price obviously owed a lot to her :9.4
breeze and to her conformation, as the bottom half of
her pedigree must have meant next to nothing to most
of the observers at Ocala.
   Her dam Miss Puzzle was stakes placed in New
Zealand prior to winning on turf in the U.S. Her sire
Citidancer (Ire)--not to be confused with the American
stallion with the same name--was a royally bred
individual, with a G1 2,000 Guineas winner (Lomond)
as his sire and a G1 1,000 Guineas winner (Mrs
McArdy) as his dam. Although Citidancer didn=t rise to
Classic level, he was very talented and once finished
second to the future Arc winner Carroll House in the G1
Irish Champion S. 
   The next dam, the group-placed New Zealand-bred
mare Miss Tree, was by Oregon, a blue-blooded
individual who was second in the GIII Nashua S. at
two. His sire Halo was twice a champion sire and his
dam Three Troikas was an outstanding performer at up
to a mile and a half, notably winning the 1979 Arc.
Miss Tree was also a half-sister to a New Zealand
champion called Tit For Taat. The female line has been
in Australasia since the arrival of Sea Swallow, a mare
foaled in Britain in 1879.
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